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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A portable terminal for presenting information regarding a 
plurality of devices in a proximate environment, said portable terminal 
having 

- a digital processor and related memory, 

- a movable operating element, 

a display for selectively displaying information data of a selected one 
of said devices, and 

means for selecting any one of said devices comprising: 

an array of display objects representing individual devices, said array 
being at least partially displayed on said display, 

and a marker displayed on said display, 
said array being movable along said marker or vice versa, 
wherein 

the movement of said array or marker substantially coincides with the 
movement of the movable operating element and 

said movable operating element is positioned so that perceptively, it at 
least partially overlaps with the display such that said array or said marker 
appears to be part of the operating element. 
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2. The portable terminal according to claim 1, wherein the 
movable, operating element is positioned underneath the display, and 
wherein the array or marker moves in unison with the movable operating 
element. 

3. The portable terminal according to claim 1, wherein the movable 
operating element is positioned at a side of the display, and wherein the 
array or marker moves in unison with the movable operating element. 

4. The portable terminal according to claim 1, wherein the movable 
element is a slide switch and the array is substantially linear in its display. 

5. The portable terminal according to claim 1, wherein the movable 
element is a rotary ring and the array is circular or at least arc shaped in its 
display. 

6. The portable terminal according to claim 2, wherein the 
movable, operating element is provided with a number of arresting positions, 
and whereby the position of one of the objects of said array coincides with 
said marker at one of said arresting positions. 
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7. The portable terminal according to claim 5, wherein said rotary 
ring is a thumbwheel which protrudes from at least one side surface of the 
portable terminal. 

8. The portable terminal according to claim 2, wherein the 
movement of the movable operating element in a first state of the portable 
terminal scrolls the array of objects, and the movement of the movable 
operating element in a second state of the portable terminal scrolls an array 
of menu items. 

9. The portable terminal according to claim 8, wherein said 
movable operating element is positioned to allow the actuation of a switch, 
through the application of pressure, on the movable operating element for 
controlling menu options. 

10. The portable terminal according to claim 9, wherein the movable 
operating element is made of flexible material so as to allow actuation of an 
internal switch. 

11. The portable terminal according to claim 9, wherein the 
suspension of the movable operating element allows the latter to make 
translative movements for actuating a switch. 
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12. The portable terminal according to claim 1, further comprising a 
transceiver for receiving a wireless signal incorporating said information. 

13. The portable terminal according to claim 1, wherein said 
information includes operational status data for each of said devices. 

14. The portable terminal according to claim 1, further comprising 
means for producing an audible signal for an operator. 

15. A system for controlling the operational status of a plurality of 
image processing devices which comprises: 

a network for receiving the operational status information of said 
plurality of image processing devices; 

a server and transmitter for receiving the operational status 
information from the network; and 

a portable terminal as defined in claim 1 , for receiving the operational 
status information for presentation to an operator. 



